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BAPTISM
Parents who are registered and practicing members
of the parish should call the rectory to make
arrangements.
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:00pm to 3:30pm or by appointment
WEDDINGS
Couples who are registered and practicing members
of the parish may call the rectory eight months in
advance to make arrangements.

Third Sunday
of Advent

† MASS INTENTIONS †
SATURDAY, December 15
4:00pm – Irene and Charles Bousquet
SUNDAY, December 16
8:00am – Mary Lou Heher
10:30am – Yvonne Murphy – 11th Anniversary
MONDAY, December 17
8:00am – Mary Wetherell – 50th Anniversary
TUESDAY, December 18
8:00am – Donald Furtado
WEDNESDAY, December 19
8:00am – James A. McGovern
THURSDAY, December 20
9:00am – Yvonne Gordon
FRIDAY, December 21
8:00am – Francis and Marjorie McDermott and Family
SATURDAY, December 22
4:00pm – Firmo Faria. Edalina and Agusto Ferreira
SUNDAY, December 23
8:00am – Francis Reilly and Edward P. Reilly
10:30am – Mary Jane Maciejowski

NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome you to our parish! Registration forms are
available at the entrances of the church. Please complete
the form and return as soon as possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH
For more information, please contact President,
Paulette Caton 508-369-2558.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #11914
For more information, please contact Grand Knight,
Bob Crossman, at 508-823-7920.

PRAYER and ADORATION
MONDAY NOVENA
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena
is held on Monday evenings at 7:00pm with
Rosary and Benediction.
TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP
Meets every Tuesday at 6:30pm in the
Church. Rosary adoration and prayer.
WEDNESDAY HOLY HOUR
Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 7:00pm
includes the Divine Mercy Chaplet for The
Sick and The Dying
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION in CHAPEL
Adoration Chapel open Monday through
Friday 9:00am to 7:00pm
First Friday of the month after 8:00am Mass
until 6:00pm.

PARISH STAFF

Fr. Edward A. Murphy, Pastor
508-824-5577 ext. #1
Joseph Teixeira, Sexton
Nathaniel DeCastro, Music Director & Organist
774-328-2721
nathaniel0519@comcast.net
Faith Formation Coordinator
sallymedeiros@icloud.com. 774-526-2640
Nancy Roberts, Administrative Assistant
508-824-5577 ext. #2. 508-822-1401 fax
standrewtaunton@comcast.net
St. Vincent DePaul
508-880-1583

Third Sunday of Advent
The King of Israel, the LORD,
is in your midst,
you have no further misfortune to fear.
— Zephaniah 3:15b

St Andrew the Apostle. 19 Kilmer Ave. Taunton, MA
Office: 508-824-5577. Fax: 508-822-1401

www.standrewtaunton.org
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to fast, but to feast. In ancient times on this
particular Sunday the Pope would honor a
citizen with a pink rose, and as time passed the
priests wore pink vestments on this day as a
reminder of the coming joy.

From
Father Murphy

When the season of Advent was instituted the
church viewed it as a mini-Lent, a time for
reflection and repentance (thus the purple). In
doing so, the church adopted the first four
candles of Lent and changed the third candle of
Advent to pink in honor of the Lenten tradition.
This is why we have a pink candle in our
Advent Wreaths.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Today is known as “Gaudete Sunday”. The term
Gaudete refers to the first word of the Entrance
Antiphon, "Rejoice". Rose vestments are worn
to emphasize our joy that Christmas is near, and
we also light the rose candle on our Advent
wreath.

To further heighten the sense of anticipation of
Christ’s coming during Advent, the church
named each candle in the wreath – the first
being hope, the second peace, the third joy and
the fourth love.

Why is there one Pink Advent Candle?
In any event, Advent is a four-Sunday season of
preparation in the church (and the world) for the
arrival of Christ in to the world, both at
Christmas and in our lives. An Advent wreath
is one of the traditional accessories for the
season. The wreath is decorated with greenery
and laid upon a stand. The four candles may be
all blue, all purple, or three purple and one pink.
These candles are lit on successive Sundays in
Advent, one for each week. The pink is lit on
the third week.
Now, why the pink candle? In the earliest years
of the church the only church season was Lent,
the seven weeks prior to Easter. Lent was a
season of fasting and prayer as the church
commemorated the crucifixion of Jesus. The
traditional color of banners in the church during
this time was a deep purple, signifying royalty,
repentance, and suffering.

Blessed Advent as we pray to celebrate
the Nativity of the Lord.

During Lent the church lit seven candles, one
for each week of the solemn season. However
solemn the season, the story of Lent also has a
twinge of hope and joy since the death of Christ
prefigured the resurrection. So, on the third
Sunday of Lent, the church was encouraged not
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CHAPEL STATUES

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
This Sunday December 16th, Grade 5 Will have
their CLAS MASS at the 10:30am Mass.
Also Classes for Grades 1-8 at Galligan Public
Schools 9:10am – 10:20am.
Confirmation I will meet in the Parish Hall.

ANNUAL APPEAL
Last week our Annual Collection envelopes were
mailed to homes. Please consider giving to this very
important appeal. It will help towards repairs
around the Church. If received by December 31st, it
will be included in your 2018 tax deductions report.

New addition to the St Joseph’s Adoration Chapel
Our Lady of Angels and St. Joseph with baby Jesus.

♫ CHRISTMAS CONCERT ♫
The members of the choir will be having a
Christmas Concert this
Sunday December 16th
at 3:30. There will be a
social
gathering
following the concert.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Please return your Christmas Flowers envelopes as
soon as possible. To ensure your intentions get
listed.
VOLUNTEERS AT IT AGAIN…

Fall River Diocese CURSILLO
CURSILLO means a short course in Christianity.
The weekend long retreat schedules begin in
January at Holy Cross Retreat House in No Easton,
MA. If anyone is interested there are fliers available
at the entrances, or call the Rectory office for more
information.
PARISH CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Today, December 16th is the last day
to return Gifts for the Giving Tree.
Thank you all for your extreme
generosity. Many people will receive
gifts this Christmas because of your
kindness.

Volunteer elves help fold stuff and seal Christmas
cards.
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA.

VISIT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Fr Murphy will visit any parishioners who are sick
and need confession or anointing and would like a
visit before Christmas.
Please call the rectory and give your name, phone
number and address.

WEEKLY PARISH SUPPORT
Thank you for your gifts to our faith family. The
Offertory for the weekend of December 9th
Weekend Masses
Retired Religious
Immaculate Conception
Annual Collection
Christmas Flowers
Candles

$ 3087.00
1321.00
696.00
1835.00
798.00
31.00

Upcoming Second Collections
December 16 – Diocesan Assessment
December 23 – Church Heating and Electric

Hymns ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent
Opening – Alleluia ! Hurry, The Lord Is Near #52
Offertory – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #38
Communion – The Advent of Our King #57
Recessional – O Come, Divine Messiah #50

2019 CALENDARS
The 2019 Parish calendars are available at the
entrances of the church. Please take one home with
you.

CHRISTMAS HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 24
4:00pm
Vigil Mass
11:30pm
Christmas Carols
12 Midnight Midnight Mass
10:30am
9:00am

Thank you to CRAPO-HATHWAY Funeral Home
for Sponsoring the CALENDAR!!!
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Tuesday, December 25
Christmas Day Mass
Tuesday, January 1
Solemnity of Blessed Mother

15 Benefits of Eucharistic Adoration
1. You are greatly needed! "The Church and the world have a great need of eucharistic adoration." (Pope
John Paul II, Dominicae Cenae)
2. This is a personal invitation to you from Jesus. "Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love." (Pope
John Paul II, Dominicae Canae)
3. Jesus is counting on you because the Eucharist is the center of life. "Every member of the Church
must be vigilant in seeing that the sacrament of love shall be at the center of the life of the people of God
so that through all the manifestations of worship due him shall be given back ‘love for love’ and truly
become the life of our souls." (Pope John Paul II, Redeemer of Man)
4. Your hour with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament will repair for evils of the world and bring about peace on earth. "Let
us be generous with our time in going to meet Jesus and ready to make reparation for the great evils of the world. Let your
adoration never cease." (Pope John Paul II, Dominicai Cenae)
5. Day and night Jesus dwells in the Blessed Sacrament because you are the most important person in the world to him!
"Christ is reserved in our churches as the spiritual center of the heart of the community, the universal Church and all humanity,
since within the veil of the species, Christ is contained, the invisible heart of the Church, the Redeemer of the world, the center of
all hearts, by him all things are and of whom we exist." (Pope Paul IV, Mysterium Fidei)
6. Jesus wants you to do more than to go to mass on Sunday. "Our communal worship at mass must go together with our
personal worship of Jesus in Eucharistic adoration in order that our love may be complete." (Pope John Paul II, Redeemer of
Man)
7. You grow spiritually with each moment you spend with Jesus! "Our essential commitment in life is to preserve and advance
constantly in Eucharistic life and Eucharistic piety and to grow spiritually in the climate of the Holy Eucharist." (Pope John Paul
II, Redeemer of Man)
8. The best time you spend on earth is with Jesus, your Best Friend, in the Blessed Sacrament! "How great is the value of
conversation with Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, for there is nothing more consoling on earth, nothing more efficacious for
advancing along the road of holiness!" (Pope Paul VI, Mysterium Fidei)
9. Just as you can’t be exposed to the sun without receiving its rays, neither can you come to Jesus exposed in the Blessed
Sacrament without receiving the divine rays of his grace, his love, his peace. "Christ is truly the Emmanuel, that is, God with
us, day and night, he is in our midst. He dwells with us full of grace and truth. He restores morality, nourishes virtue, consoles
the afflicted, strengthens the weak."(Pope Paul VI, Mysterium Fidei)
10. If Jesus were actually visible in church, everyone would run to welcome him, but he remains hidden in the Sacred Host
under the appearance of bread, because he is calling us to faith, that we many come to him in humility. "The Blessed
Sacrament is the ‘Living Heart’ of each of our churches and it is our very sweet duty to honor and adore the Blessed Host, which
our eyes see, the Incarnate Word, whom they cannot see." (Pope Paul VI, Credo of the People of God)
11. With transforming mercy, Jesus makes our heart one with his. "He proposes his own example to those who come to him,
that all may learn to be like himself, gentle and humble of heart, and to seek not their own interest but those of God." (Pope Paul
VI, Mysterium Fidei)
12. If the Pope himself would give you a special invitation to visit him in the Vatican, this honor would be nothing in
comparison to the honor and dignity that Jesus himself bestows upon you with the invitation of spending one hour with
him in the Blessed Sacrament. "The divine Eucharist bestows upon the Christian people the incomparable dignity." (Pope Paul
VI, Mysterium Fidei)
13. He is really there! "I myself am the living bread come down from heaven." (Jn 6:35)
14. Day and night Jesus dwells in the Blessed Sacrament because of his Infinite love for you! "Behold I will be with you
always even to the end of the world," because "I have loved you with an everlasting love, and constant is my affection for you."
(Mt 28:20; Jer 31:3)
15. Jesus will bless you, your family and the whole world for this hour of faith you spend with Him in the Blessed Sacrament.
"Blessed are they who do not see and yet believe..." "Faith can move mountains..." " What is needed is trust... "
"Behold I come to make all things new." (Jn 20:29; Mk 11:23; Mk 5:36; Rev 21:5)

The Adoration Chapel is open from
9:00am until 7:00pm, Monday through Friday

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Years ago, the trick question on religion quizzes would
be to name all the liturgical colors, or the colors of the vestments
worn at Mass. Rose is a color seldom seen, used at most two
days a year. Today, “Gaudete Sunday,” is one of those days. The
name of the day is drawn from an opening verse in the old Latin
Mass texts: Gaudete is Latin for “Rejoice!” This year’s Gospel
certainly reflects that mood as Elizabeth feels her infant within
her leaping for joy at the presence of Mary. Mary’s visit to her
aged cousin is an act of compassion between women, as two
kinswomen who are bearing children into the world share their
joy.
Some churches retain the custom of having the priest wear
rose vestments today, and many will use a rose candle in the
Advent wreath. Violet is the official color for Advent and Lent,
but many parishes employ different hues for each season, trying
to keep them distinct. In medieval times, dye was costly, and
poor parishes used unornamented plain cloth for vestments.
Dyes were expensive and some colors, particularly purple,
difficult to achieve. In England, purple dye was made from
mollusks, yielding at best a deep indigo or blue and not the
desired violet. Thus, the color of Advent in the British Isles has
long been a deep blue, reminding many people of Mary’s
presence at the heart of the Advent mystery. That theology is
largely unplanned: it’s all because of the clams!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

