City of Taunton ~ Catholic Churches South
April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday

St. Andrew the Apostle

Annunciation of the Lord

Weekend Mass Schedule

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday — 4:00pm

Saturday – 4:00pm
Sunday — 8:00am and 10:30am

Sunday — 8:30 am & 10:30 am

St. Andrew the Apostle
19 Kilmer Ave
Taunton, MA 02780
508-824-5577

Annunciation of the Lord
31 First Street
Taunton, MA 02780
508-823-2521
annol325@comcast.net

standrewtaunton@comcast.net

Catholic Churches South

www.cstaunton.org

WEEKDAY MASSES
St. Andrew the Apostle
Monday—Friday 8:00am

Annunciation of the Lord
Monday 6:30pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9:00am
Thursday 10:00 am
Friday—no daily Mass

Protecting Our Children— St Andrew the Apostle, Annunciation of the Lord Parish, Our Lady of Lourdes School and
the Diocese of Fall River are committed to the protection of children. The following is provided for your information:
Catholic Social Services—Office for Child Protection

April 5,2020

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

Annunciation of the Lord

Sanctuary Lamp for April
Gilbert Coute Jr. & Sr.
MASS INTENTIONS

St Andrew the apostle
AND
ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD

St. Andrews Church
Sanctuary Lamp for week of
April 5th
Paula Chase and John Martyniak

SATURDAY, April 4th
4:00pm – Victor Soares
Francisco & Delfina Peixoto &
Daughter
Maria & Francisco Monteiro and
José Figuerido
SUNDAY, April 5th
8:00am - Joanne Menard
Angelina Moitoso
Joan and Norman Bolger
José & Filomena & Luisa Goulart

PALMS will be available outside
Annunciation of the Lord and
St Andrew’s Churches on

MONDAY, April 6th
8:00am - Eliza Medeiros
Amelia & Angelo Melo
TUESDAY, April 7th
8:00am - Angelo Chaves
Luisa Tomé
WEDNESDAY, April 8th
8:00am - Maria Vieira
Dolores Oliveira

Saturday, April 4th, at 4:00pm and on
Palm Sunday, April 5th at 9:00am.
Drive into the parking lot and pick up
your palms!

THURSDAY, April 9th — HOLY THURSDAY
7:00pm - People of the Parish
FRIDAY, April 10th — GOOD FRIDAY
3:00pm.
Divine Mercy, Seven Last Words,
Stations of the Cross , Liturgy of
the Lord’s Supper
SATURDAY, April 11th — EASTER VIGIL
7:00pm
All Parishioners Living and Deceased
SUNDAY, April 12th - EASTER SUNDAY
8:00am

All Parishioners Living and Deceased

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

St. Andrew the Apostle
Adoration Chapel open Monday through Friday
9:00am to 7:00pm
Confessions

St Andrew the Apostle
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April 5, 2020

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

Whatever individual or group we might identify
with, it is good to remember the teaching of St
Thomas Aquinas, that ‘Jesus by his passion merited
salvation not only for himself, but for all who are his
member as well. “The passion of Jesus was an
essential part of our salvation; in spite of our
weaknesses, he has enabled us, one day, to worship
God eternally in Heaven.

By Father Edward A. Murphy

Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66
The account of the Passion is a vivid story with a
variety of characters and much action. To enter into
the passage we can read the story slowly and see if
we can identify with different characters. Also , any
one screen can provide us with much food for
reflection and prayer. Keep in mind that one of the
aims in reflecting on the passage is to discover the
good news the story has for us. Here are some
pointers for prayer.

If asked the question :what do you associate with
Palm Sunday?” I suspect many people would
respond with something like: “it is the day we get
palm and we have a long gospel at Mass”
That is a simple but accurate summary of the
liturgy on this day.
Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week, and
the day we commemorate the entry of Jesus in
Jerusalem for the last time. It was a triumphant
journey, with ‘great crowds’ spreading their cloaks
on the road and ‘cutting branches from the tree and
spreading them in his path,’ as St Mathew tells us in
today’s gospel.

1. Jesus is revealed as Messiah and son of God,
not with a display of human power, but as
one who was prepared to suffer unto death to
show us how our God loves us. How does
the Passion story speak to you as a revelation
of how God loves you? What has the
willingness of another person to go to great
lengths on your behalf been and eye-opener
regarding their love for you?

When we hold the palm today, we too honor and
worship Jesus, the son of God. Todays ceremony
reminds is of the priority of worship. In every Mass,
we worship almighty God and implore his
protection and blessings through his son Jesus
Christ.

2. Jesus gives us an example of patient endurance
and faithfulness in suffering. Suffering is
something we all encounter. It is not
something that anyone likes, but sometimes
we cope with it better than others. What have
you found helps you to cope better with
suffering?

“The long Gospel” is the account of the Passion of
Jesus, this year taken from St Matthew. We will also
hear St John’s account, on Good Friday. Perhaps on
Palm Sunday we are given the opportunity to reflect
on the Passion in a more relaxed way, without the
intensity of the Easter Triduum. Raymond E. Brown
says: “We reader or hearers should participate by
asking ourselves how we would have stood in
relation to the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. With
which character in the narrative would I identify
myself?

3. As you read the narrative of the Passion,
where do you find yourself resonating with a
character in the action? Is there any message
there for you that is life-giving?

The disciples who fled from danger … Peter
denying Jesus… even Judas betraying him … Pilate
trying to avoid a decision between good and evil…
or might I have stood among the religious leaders
who condemned Jesus?
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Friday, March 27, 2020

Pope’s special Urbi et Orbi blessing: ‘God turns everything to our good’

Pope Francis delivers an extraordinary blessing “To the City and to the World” on Friday to pray for an
end to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. In his meditation, the Pope reflects on Jesus’ words to His disciples: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?”
Pope Francis held the special Urbi et Orbi on Friday from the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica.
Usually a colorful event reserved only for Christmas Day and Easter Sunday, this extraordinary blessing was
held in keeping with the gravity of the current global situation, as more than half of the world’s population is
confined to their homes to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
Standing in a deserted St. Peter’s Square with a steady rain falling, Pope Francis spoke to the world through
all the means of modern communication: Facebook, YouTube, TV, and radio.
Symbols of faith
He prayed for the world at this critical juncture in the presence of two images that have accompanied the
people of Rome for centuries: the ancient icon of Mary Salus Populi Romani – usually housed in the Basilica of St. Mary Major – and the miraculous crucifix kept in the church of San Marcello on the city’s Via del
Corso.
Most importantly, the Pope exposed the Blessed Sacrament for adoration and imparted his Apostolic Blessing, offering everyone the opportunity to receive a plenary indulgence.
Evening meditation
But first, Pope Francis offered a meditation on the crisis facing the world, reflecting on a passage from the
Gospel of Mark (4:35-41).
“For weeks now it has been evening,” said the Pope. “Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our
streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing
void, that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in the air, we notice it in people’s gestures, their glances
give them away.”
In this situation, he said, we feel afraid and lost, like the disciples whose boat was in danger of sinking while
Jesus slept at the stern.
All in the same boat
The Covid-19 pandemic has reminded us that we are all on the same boat, said Pope Francis, and so we call
out to Jesus. The disciples ask Him, “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?”
The Pope said these words would have shaken Jesus, “because He, more than anyone, cares about us.”
The storm, said the Pope, exposes “our vulnerability and uncovers those false and superfluous certainties
around which we have constructed our daily schedules” and lays bare “all those attempts to anesthetize our4
selves”.

(continued)
What is revealed, he said, is “our belonging as brothers and sisters”, our common humanity.
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?
Pope Francis then picked up the thread of Jesus’ question: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?”
He said we have all gone ahead “at breakneck speed”, ignoring the wars, injustice, and cries of the poor and
our ailing planet. “We carried on regardless, thinking we would stay healthy in a world that was sick.”
In our stormy sea, we now cry out: “Wake up, Lord!”
Now is the time of choosing
Really, said Pope Francis, it is Jesus calling out to us to be converted, calling us to faith.
“You are calling on us to seize this time of trial as a time of choosing,” he said.
Now is not the time of God’s judgment, but of our own: “a time to choose what matters and what passes
away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not.”
The Pope said we can draw lessons from the many people who – even though fearful – have reacted by giving their lives, including medical personnel, supermarket clerks, cleaners, priests, police officers, and volunteers. This, he said, “is the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in courageous and generous selfdenial.”
Stripped of our self-sufficiency
Pope Francis said faith begins “when we realize we are in need of salvation” and are not self-sufficient.
If we turn to Jesus and hand Him our fears, said the Pope, He will conquer them.
“Because this is God’s strength: turning to the good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He
brings serenity into our storms, because with God life never dies.”
So God asks us now, in the midst of the tempest, “to reawaken and put into practice that solidarity and hope
capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when everything seems to be floundering.”

His cross is our hope
Jesus’ cross, said Pope Francis, is the anchor that has saved us, the rudder that has redeemed us, and our
hope, because “by His cross we have been healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us
from His redeeming love.”
“In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we
experience the loss of so many things,” he said, “let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us:
He is risen and is living by our side.”
So we embrace His cross in the hardships of the present time, and make room in our hearts “for the creativity that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring.”
“Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is the strength of faith, which frees us from fear and
gives us hope.”
Turning to the Lord
Concluding his meditation, Pope Francis entrusted us all to the Lord, through the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, so that our faith might not waiver in this time of crisis.

“Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like this evening to
entrust all of you to the Lord, through the intercession of Mary, Health of the People and Star of the stormy
Sea. From this colonnade that embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s blessing come down upon
you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies and comfort our
hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us
at the mercy of the storm. Tell us again: ‘Do not be afraid’ (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, ‘cast all
our anxieties onto you, for you care about us’ (cf. 1Pet 5:7).”

5

There it was, directly from Mary’s mouth, one of her most powerful messages in
years, on a great feast, the Annunciation at the major apparition site of Medjugorje,
the initial phase of what has been authenticated by a formal Vatican commission.

March 25, 2020
“Dear children!” the Blessed Mother
intoned. “I am with you all these
years to lead you to the way of salvation. Return to my Son; return to
prayer and fasting. Little children,
permit God to speak to your heart,
because Satan is reigning and wants
to destroy your lives and the earth on
which you walk.
“Be courageous and decide for holiness. You will see conversion in your
hearts and families; prayer will be
heard; God will hear your cries and
give you peace. I am with you and am
blessing you all with my motherly
blessing. Thank you for having responded to my call.”
Coming at what may be one of the most important or at the least one of the strangest junctures
in world history, it was loaded — was this monthly missive, Wednesday, to seer Marija Pavlovic Lunetti — with drama. “Prayer and fasting” was how Mark 9:29 phrased it before the
“fasting” was removed from most Catholic bibles by scholars.
That Mary was asking us — humankind, especially Christians, and most particularly Catholics — to “return” to fasting means, by and large, that we have been neglecting it.
(Restaurants were full; now they are empty.)
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St Joseph’s Adoration Chapel

Please note that Adoration Chapel is open to everyone
7 days a week.

Please remember our social etiquette and remain 6 foot
apart.
If too many in the chapel, the church will be open as well.
If you are unwell, please refrain from visiting.
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A Secure & Convenient Way to Contribute to Your Parish

Online donations may be made at any time from the comfort of your own home or any place with internet
access. Online donations are credited to your tax statement for the end of the year (except when made
anonymously), and you can change your account preferences and donation amounts at any time. Benefits
of Online Giving include:
No need to hassle with checks or cash
24/7 web based access
Easily schedule recurring donations to coincide with your pay period
Credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards such as air miles or cash bonuses
No need to share bank account information because you enter it directly into the Online Giving secure site
Allows you to give even if you are unable to attend parish services
Contribution amount is easily adjusted as needed
Option to remain anonymous

How Do I Get Started?
1. Create A New Account
Go to the Online Giving login page and click Create New Account.
2. Enter Your Account Information
Login Information
The User ID must be 6-12 characters and contain both letters and numbers (such as smith78). The password you choose must be 8-16 characters and contain letters, numbers and at least one symbol such as !,
@, & or *. Do not enter information for the Registration Code as that is for account administrators only.
Personal & Address Information
The e-mail address must be unique. You cannot use the same e-mail address for two different User IDs.
Be sure to enter information in all boxes.
Payment Information
You can add multiple payment methods with your preferred Bank Accounts and/or Credit Cards.
Setting Up Your First Gift
The setup wizard then guides you through the process of setting up your first gift. You can select from
any of our funds including our Sunday Offering or our regular Second Collections.
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Bringing the Holy Mass to you Daily!

On the internet go to our webpage:
CSTAUNTON.ORG
Or Turn your television to TCAM
at 1:00pm
(see below)

Also watch the Holy Mass on
Television Daily
At 1:00pm
T C A M TV
Taunton Community Access and Media Inc
Watch FR MURPHY
HOLY MASS

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15
VERIZON CHANNEL : 22
Holy MASS can be seen daily
Monday –Friday at 1:00pm
Saturday at 11:00am
Sundays at 3:30pm
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April 5, 2020

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

CITY OF TAUNTON ~ CATHOLIC CHURCHES
Fr Edward A. Murphy, Pastor
CHURCH STAFF
Nancy Roberts – Administrator - standrewtaunton@comcast.net
Jackie Paige – Administrative Assistant – annol325@comcast.net
Carol Berube – Administrative Assistant – 508-824-5577
Sally Medeiros -Director of Religious Education - faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
Nathaniel Castro – Director of Music Ministry - nathaniel0519@comcast.net
Kevin Correia – Organist
Tara Sousa – Youth Minister
Thomas Canuel – Youth Minister
Joseph Teixeira – Maintenance
Sacristans – Phil Cronan. Susan Orton. Michael Wojcik. Richard Alvarnaz

SCHOOL STAFF
Mary Turner – Principal – mturner@ololtaunton.com
Angelina Correia – Business Manager acorreia@ololtaunton.com
Kathaleen Tutino – School Secretary
Sr. Mary Margretta Sol – Development Director
Sr. Donald Marie Kerr – Catholic Identity Director

Parish Offices
St. Andrew the Apostle
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-824-5577. 508-822-1401 fax

Annunciation of the Lord (Office)
282 Somerset Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-823-2521. 508-823-2522 fax

282 Somerset Ave. Taunton, MA 02780
Women of Faith
Paulette Caton 509-369-2558

St. Vincent DePaul
Annunciation of the Lord: 508-821-9577
St Andrew the Apostle:

508-880-1583

St. Andrew the Apostle Knight of Columbus
Bob Crossman 508-823-7920
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

T C A M TV

ST JOSEPH ADORATION CHAPEL

Taunton Community Access and Media Inc
Watch FR MURPHY
HOLY MASS

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15
St Josephs Chapel will remain open 7 days a
week for those who wish to visit with the Lord.
Please remember our social distancing etiquette and remain 6 feet apart.

VERIZON CHANNEL : 22
Holy MASS can be seen daily
Monday –Friday at 1:00pm
Saturday at 11:00am

If you are not feeling well, please be mindful
of others and stay home.

Sundays at 3:30pm

UPDATE
St. Andrew the Apostle

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
SCHOLARSHIPS

After much consideration the decision has been
made to tentatively reschedule the Penny Sale from
April 25th to June 27th. We will send out a
confirmation of this date as soon as we can.
Thank you
Kathleen and Kathy

Will be awarded in May 2020 to graduating high
school seniors who meet the qualifications and
are members of St Andrew the Apostle Parish.
All interested students should contact Laurindo
DaGraca 508-824-4147 or Michael Wojcik 508822-4254 of St Andrew Knights of Columbus or
the Guidance Counselor at their school to obtain
an application. All applications must be sent to
the Scholarship Committee by Friday, April 17,
2020 .

WOMEN OF FAITH
Are offering a $250.00 scholarship to a student
who is a parishioner and will be attending Coyle
and Cassidy Middle School. Scholarship applications are available in the parish office and at the
entrances of the church. The deadline to apply is
Saturday, April 18th

All Faith Formation Classes are suspended for the
year.
No First Communion or Confirmations until
further notice.
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