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Reflections:
By Father Edward A. Murphy

Jesus joined the despondent disciples and listened
to them. “We had hoped…”
1.

When you have been upset or disappointed, who has
joined you along the road? To whom have you been
able to pour out your heart? Who was a “Jesus
person” to you, listening to you in respectful silence?
To whom have you been a Jesus person?

Gospel Luke 25:13-35
Since Easter Sunday, the Gospel readings have been
giving us accounts of the appearance of Jesus to his
disciples after the resurrection. These accounts ell us
that the disciples were frightened and that they ha
doubts even when Jesus appears among them.

2. Jesus then helps them to see things in another
light, by opening the scriptures to them.
When did you have the experience of finding your
heart “burning within you” with new hope for the
future? Who or what helped you to change after a
setback?

This tells us two things: first, that the apostles had
failed to understand all that Jesus had told them and
explained to them about himself before he died on
the cross; second, that the acceptance of the
resurrection by the apostles depended as much on
their faith, as on the physical appearances of Jesus.

3. The disciples invite Jesus to join them at table;
then there follows a recognition of who he is. We
meet many people on the road of life. Usually we
meet and pass on. Occasionally we meet someone
whom we invite into our homes, into our hearts, in a
deeper way.

Our own experience is similar to that of the
apostles. None of us have seen the risen Christ in
person. Yet we are asked to believe in God the
Father and his son Jesus Christ who died on the
cross and rose from the dead for us. And so we, too,
have to rely on faith to believe in the resurrection.
We can never take our faith for granted, and we
need to continually strengthen it.

In what away, in such relationships, have you
experienced the presence of God or of Jesus?
4. After Jesus had gone, the disciples went to bring
the good news to others.

Our faith in God will be strong only if we have
communication with him through prayer. As with
human relationships if we stop talking to God we
will quickly loose contact with him and he will
mean very little to us.

When have you met others who told you what
happened to them along their road? What effect did
this sharing have on you? When have you done this
with others? When was such a conversation “good
news” for you or others?

In today’s Gospel we see that it was during prayer
that the apostle recognized Jesus, even though he
had been with them on their seven-mile journey
from Jerusalem to Emmaus. St Luke tells us that
they recognized him at the breaking of the bread. If
we have failed to recognize Jesus in the past, we
now have the opportunity of meeting him as we
beak bread in this Eucharist. We can ask him to
deepen our faith during this Mass, and to help us to
recognize what he wants us to do in life, by getting
to know him better through the Scriptures and our
celebration of the sacraments.
We pray also that others may recognize us as
followers of Jesus and be encouraged by our
Christian living.
2

April 26, 2020

Third Sunday of Easter

Annunciation of the Lord and St. Andrew the Apostle

*MASS INTENTIONS

Annunciation of the Lord

Sanctuary Lamp for April

*

*

Gilbert Coute Jr. & Sr.

St Andrew the apostle
AND
ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD

St. Andrews Church
Sanctuary Lamp for week of April 26th
Harry “Jack” Sears

SATURDAY, April 25th
Silvia Pina
John T. Fielding

Sunday, April 26th
Bronislaw Grodecki, Rosa Machado
Manuel & Maria Rosa Pimental
Jonathan Carmo
MONDAY, April 27th
Germaine Desrosiers
José Santos

REMEMBER in PRAYER

TUESDAY, April 28th
Souls in Purgatory
Parish Family

Please remember in your prayers,
our recently deceased parishioners:

Theresa Wilson and Maria Camara

WEDNESDAY, April 29th
Doris and John Sienko
Bob Mendes

As well as our relatives, friends, and
benefactors whose anniversaries
occur at this time.

THURSDAY, April 30th
Manuel and Maria Leite
Antonio Moreira 2nd Anniversary
Antonio and Juliette Dias
Moreira Family
FRIDAY, May 1st
Intentions of Maurice & Denise
Smyth
SATURDAY, May 2nd
Antonio Resendes
José A. Correia and the Souls in
Purgatory
Manuel & Maria Pimental
Lucinda Medeiros

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

St. Andrew the Apostle
Adoration Chapel open Monday through Friday
9:00am to 7:00pm

Sunday, May 3rd
Robert Boucher
Paulette Tyler
JoséVictoria & Eliza Victor
Maria Carmo & Sons

Confessions @ St Andrew the
Apostle

By appointment only, call the rectory
PLEASE be mindful of social distancing!
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Pope warns of danger in online Masses
Pope Francis said the forced isolation devised to stop the pandemic was presenting the danger of people living the faith only for themselves — detached from the sacraments, the Church and the people
of God.
Online Masses and spiritual communion do not represent the Church, he said in his homily at his
morning Mass in the chapel of his residence on 17 April. “This is the Church in a difficult situation
that the Lord is allowing, but the ideal of the Church is always with the people and with the sacraments — always,” Pope Francis said.
The pope began the Mass by praying for expectant mothers who may be anxious or worried about
giving birth during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Perhaps they are asking themselves, “What kind of world will my child live in?” he said. “Let us pray
for them, that the Lord give them the courage to carry these children forth with the trust that it will
certainly be a different world, but it will always be a world the Lord loves very much,” he said.
In his homily, the pope reflected on serious concerns about the faithful not being able to come together as a community to celebrate Mass or to receive the sacraments because of government restrictions
against people gathering in groups as part of efforts to stem the spread of the coronavirus.
Masses, prayers and faith-based initiatives have been offered online, and the faithful have been encouraged to make an act of spiritual Communion given their lack of access to Holy Communion, but
“this is not the Church,” the pope said.
One’s relationship with Jesus “is intimate, it is personal, but it is in a community,” and this closeness
to Christ without community, without the Eucharist, without the people of God assembled together
and “without the sacraments is dangerous,” he said.
Pope Francis prays before a sculpture of Mary and the Christ Child at the end of Mass April 17, 2020,
in the chapel of his Vatican residence, the Domus Sanctae Marthae. PHOTO: CNS/Vatican Media
It is dangerous, he said, because people could start living their relationship with God “for just myself,
detached from the people of God.”
As the Gospels show, Jesus’ disciples always lived their relationship with the Lord as a community
— they gathered “at the table, a sign of community. It was always with the sacrament, with bread,”
the pope said.
“I am saying this because someone made me reflect on the danger of this moment we are living, this
pandemic that has made all of us communicate, even in a religious sense, through the media, through
means of communication,” he said.
By broadcasting his morning Mass, for example, people are in communion, but they are not
“together,” he said.
(continued)
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By broadcasting his morning Mass, for example, people are in communion, but they are not “together,” he
said.
The very small number of people present at his daily morning Mass will receive the Eucharist, he said, but not
the people watching online who will only have “spiritual Communion”. “This is not the Church,” Pope Francis
said.
People are living this “familiarity with the Lord” apart from each other in order to “get out of the tunnel, not to
stay in it.”
Unnamed bishop ‘scolded’ the Pope over livestreamed Mass
The pope said it was thanks to an unnamed bishop who “scolded him” and made him think more deeply about
the danger of celebrating Mass without the presence and participation of the general public.
He said the bishop wrote to him before Easter when it was announced Mass would be celebrated in an “empty”
St Peter’s Basilica. He said the bishop questioned the decision and asked, when “St Peter’s is so big, why not
put 30 people at least so people can be seen” in the congregation?
The pope said that at first he didn’t understand what this bishop was trying to get at, but then they spoke and
the bishop told him to be careful to not make the Church, the sacraments and the people of God something that
is only experienced or distributed online.
“The Church, the sacraments and the people of God are concrete,” the pope said. The faithful’s relationship
with God must also stay concrete, as the apostles lived it, as a community and with the people of God, not
lived in a selfish way as individuals or lived in a “viral” way that is spread only online.

“May the Lord teach us this intimacy with him, this familiarity with him, but in the Church, with the sacraments, with the holy faithful people of God,” he said.
By Catholic News Service -April 20, 2020

Pope Francis prays before a sculpture of
Mary and the Christ Child at the end of
Mass April 17, 2020, in the chapel of his
Vatican residence, the Domus Sanctae
Marthae.
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T C A M TV

St Josephs Chapel will remain open 7 days a
week for those who wish to visit with the Lord.
Please remember our social distancing etiquette
and remain 6 feet apart.

Taunton Community Access and Media Inc
Watch FR MURPHY
HOLY MASS

If you are not feeling well, please be mindful of
others and stay home.

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15
VERIZON CHANNEL : 22
Holy MASS can be seen daily
Monday –Friday at 1:00pm

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Saturday at 11:00am

SCHOLARSHIPS UPDATE

Sundays at 3:30pm

Will be awarded to graduating high school seniors
who meet the qualifications and are members of St
Andrew the Apostle Parish. All interested students
should contact Laurindo DaGraca 508-824-4147
or Michael Wojcik 508-822-4254 of St Andrew
Knights of Columbus

UPDATE
St. Andrew the Apostle

High school seniors submitting scholarship applications should submit whatever they have by
July 1st and we will award the winners in September when hopefully any applicant may complete their submission.
WOMEN OF FAITH UPDATE

After much consideration the decision has been
made to tentatively reschedule the Penny Sale from
April 25th to June 27th. We will send out a
confirmation of this date as soon as we can.
Thank you
Kathleen and Kathy

Are offering a $250.00 scholarship to a student
who is a parishioner and will be attending Our
Lady of Lourdes School. Scholarship applications are available in the parish office and at the
entrances of the church. Deadline is July 1st

APRIL is NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH
The Diocese of Fall River would like to remind
our diocesan community that we must work together to ensure our children are protected and
safe. We remain committed to helping survivors
and their families heal and find peace. If you, or
someone you know is a victim of sexual abuse by
a Church clergy member, employee or volunteer
we are here to listen and we want to help. Please
contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Carolyn Shipp at cshipp@dioc-fr.org or 508-9856508.

All Faith Formation Classes are suspended for the
year.
No First Communion or Confirmations until
further notice.
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A Secure & Convenient Way to Contribute to Your Parish

Online donations may be made at any time from the comfort of your own home or any place with internet
access. Online donations are credited to your tax statement for the end of the year (except when made
anonymously), and you can change your account preferences and donation amounts at any time. Benefits
of Online Giving include:
No need to hassle with checks or cash
24/7 web based access
Easily schedule recurring donations to coincide with your pay period
Credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards such as air miles or cash bonuses
No need to share bank account information because you enter it directly into the Online Giving secure site
Allows you to give even if you are unable to attend parish services
Contribution amount is easily adjusted as needed
Option to remain anonymous
How Do I Get Started?
1. Create A New Account
Go to the Online Giving login page and click Create New Account.
2. Enter Your Account Information
Login Information
The User ID must be 6-12 characters and contain both letters and numbers (such as smith78). The password you choose must be 8-16 characters and contain letters, numbers and at least one symbol such as !,
@, & or *. Do not enter information for the Registration Code as that is for account administrators only.
Personal & Address Information
The e-mail address must be unique. You cannot use the same e-mail address for two different User IDs.
Be sure to enter information in all boxes.
Payment Information
You can add multiple payment methods with your preferred Bank Accounts and/or Credit Cards.
Setting Up Your First Gift
The setup wizard then guides you through the process of setting up your first gift. You can select from
any of our funds including our Sunday Offering or our regular Second Collections.
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Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the coronavirus pandemic
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain
the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O
glorious and blessed Virgin.
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The Spirit of Medjugorje
Our Lady’s Prayer for the Sick
Our Lady dictated the following prayer to Jelena, one of the locutionists
from Medjugorje, on June 22, 1985
O my God, this sick person here before You had come to ask You what he
desires and what he believes to be the most important thing for himself.
Grant, O God, that these words enter into his heart: “It is important to be
healthy in the soul!”
Lord, may Your Holy Will be done unto him in everything. If You wish that
he be healed, may he be given health. But if Your Will is different, may he
continue to bear his cross. I pray to You also for us who intercede for him.
Purify our hears so as to make us worthy of Your Holy Mercy to be given
through us. Protect him and relieve his sufferings. May Your Holy Will be
done unto him.
Through him may Your Holy Name be revealed. Help him to bear his
cross with courage.
(Pray the Glory Be prayer three times)
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Bringing the Holy Mass to you Daily!

On the internet go to our
webpage:
CSTAUNTON.ORG
Or Turn your television to
TCAM at 1:00pm
(see below)

Also watch the Holy
Mass on
Television Daily
At 1:00pm
T C A M TV
Taunton Community Access and
Media Inc
Watch FR MURPHY
HOLY MASS

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15
VERIZON CHANNEL : 22
Holy MASS can be seen daily
Monday –Friday at 1:00pm
Saturday at 11:00am
Sundays at 3:30pm
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St Joseph’s Adoration Chapel

Please note that Adoration Chapel is open to everyone

7 days a week.
Please remember our social etiquette and remain 6 foot
apart.
If too many in the chapel, the church will be open as well.
If you are unwell, please refrain from visiting.
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CITY OF TAUNTON ~ CATHOLIC CHURCHES
Fr Edward A. Murphy, Pastor
CHURCH STAFF
Nancy Roberts – Administrator - standrewtaunton@comcast.net
Jackie Paige – Administrative Assistant – annol325@comcast.net
Carol Berube – Administrative Assistant – 508-824-5577
Sally Medeiros -Director of Religious Education - faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
Nathaniel Castro – Director of Music Ministry - nathaniel0519@comcast.net
Kevin Correia – Organist
Tara Sousa – Youth Minister
Joseph Teixeira – Maintenance
Sacristans – Phil Cronan. Susan Orton. Michael Wojcik. Richard Alvarnaz

SCHOOL STAFF
Mary Turner – Principal – mturner@ololtaunton.com
Angelina Correia – Business Manager acorreia@ololtaunton.com
Kathaleen Tutino – School Secretary
Sr. Mary Margretta Sol – Development Director
Sr. Donald Marie Kerr – Catholic Identity Director

Parish Offices
St. Andrew the Apostle
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-824-5577. 508-822-1401 fax

Annunciation of the Lord (Office)
282 Somerset Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-823-2521. 508-823-2522 fax

St. Vincent DePaul

Women of Faith
Paulette Caton 509-369-2558

Annunciation of the Lord: 508-821-9577
St Andrew the Apostle:

508-880-1583

St. Andrew the Apostle Knight of Columbus
Bob Crossman 508-823-7920
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